


Sounds 
• We are now starting to introduce the 

sounds of letters to your children.  This 
is done in an enjoyable way.  

• At the beginning we do not teach the 
names of the letters, just the sounds 
they make.  This makes it easier for the 
children to sound out simple words such 
as cat (c a t).  



Read, Write Inc Phonics 





•  We are currently sending home picture and 
letter cards for your child to learn. 

•  You can help by encouraging your child to 
match the picture to the corresponding 
letter.  When they are confident with this 
they can try to read the letter without the 
help of the picture. 

•  Please write in the Reading Record Book every 
time your child practises this at home. 

Starting Reading 



We would like to take this opportunity to 
emphasise that all children learn at 

different speeds.  Some children may 
already know some of their sounds and 

other children may need lots of 
practise, until one day it will just ‘click’.   

So please do not worry!  



The next step in reading 
•  Once your child has learnt all the sounds 

of the alphabet they will bring home their 
own reading activity.  This may be a phonic 
bingo game to begin with and then a ditty 
sheet, until they are confident enough for 
a book. 

•  We share stories with the children in the 
class everyday to foster an enjoyment of 
reading.  While we do this we model 
different reading strategies.   



When reading with your child…. 

• Share the book together first, talking 
about the pictures and predicting the 
storyline.  Discuss the title and the 
front cover. 

•  Identify where the text is on the page 
and demonstrate that in English we read 
from left to right.  



• Boost your child’s confidence with lots 
of praise and encouragement.  Show 
them that you think reading is important 
and that you look at books too. 

• Enjoy sharing books together - make 
reading a happy and relaxing experience! 



•  Here at Queen’s Hill School we ask for 
parents to read with their children at least 
four times a week. 

•  This could be practising the sounds in the 
sound boxes, a reading activity or simply 
sharing a book together! 

•  Your influence and involvement really does 
have an ENORMOUS impact on your child’s 
learning. 

Reading stars 



Handwriting 
• The children practise writing their 

letters in their phonic books each day.  
They will also have lots of opportunities 
to practise letter formation using 
different media at school.  For example 
in sand trays, using water and paint 
brushes outside, large chalks on the 
playground, and in magic Gloop!   



Handwriting at home 
•  In addition to the children’s sound 

boxes, they will also bring home a home-
school phonic book. 

• This is an opportunity for you to help 
your child practise and develop their 
letter formation with you at home. 

• We have special rhymes for each letter 
to help them. 





Learning Journeys 

•  Each child will have their own learning 
journey, where we will stick photos and 
comments to do with their learning. 

•  Please add to this with your own ‘wow’ 
moments from home. 



• We will invite parents to stay for a ‘stay, 
stick and play’ each half term, whereby we 
will ask you to look through your child’s 
photos with them and stick them in 
together. 

•  This is an opportunity for you to share in 
and celebrate your child’s learning. 

• We will also ask you to add your own 
comments, using the speech bubbles 
provided. 

Stay, stick and play! 



•  A huge thank you for your time and the 
hard work that you do at home. 

•  Your help and support is invaluable and 
we look forward to an exciting year in 
Reception together! 

And finally… 


